
Camden Historic Resources Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 - Washington Street Conference Room 

Members Present: Chairperson Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Elinor Klivans (RM), Susan Neves (RM), 
                                 Kris Mikkelsen (ALT)  
Volunteers: Rosalee Glass, Susan Snead  
Visitors:  Dawna Pine, Susan Todd, Sarah Miller 
 
Call to Order: 4:04pm 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling shared a conversation she had with Don White regarding email messages to the committee 
members.  When sending email messages containing committee business to the whole HRC group, the information shared 
must be factual information only- not opinions. This does not preclude sharing a message with an individual. 
 
Pat asked Judy McGuirk to report - Judy encouraged HRC members to attend the Planning Board meeting, Feb. 16th at 
5pm, for a public hearing on a proposed zoning ordinance amendment in the Harbor Business District to allow residential 
use at street level in structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places as of June 13, 2017.  This change will 
apply to the American Boathouse. 
 
Select Board Liaison’s and/or Town Manager’s Report: no report 
 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship 
           Archives: Rosalee Glass, Susan Snead - Rosalee and Susan will review and update the History Center documents  
           previously gathered by members of this committee. 
  
          Harbor Park and Amphitheater:  Dave Jackson – Dave reported that the sidewalk project will commence when the 
          ground thaws. 
  
          Annual Letter to Stewards of Town Historic Properties: Pat Skaling – Annual letter has been sent out. 
 
Education/Recognition 
          Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Susan Snead, Elinor Klivans – Elinor asked Christi Mitchell’s  
          replacement, Michael Goebal-Bain (287-5435), to look into the former Cappy’s and the Swans Island as stand-alone 
          candidates for the National Register. When those two buildings are reviewed, Elinor will ask that they also look at 
          houses on Jacobs Ave, Elm St, and Mountain St as potential candidates. 
 
           Signage for Historic Districts & River Walk: Pat Skaling – Pat contacted Richard Remsen about making plaques 
           for homeowners who would like to identify their homes as historic buildings.  Richard said the plaques would cost 
           approximately $100, price does not include painting. 
 
           Other Historic Properties/Districts: Jacobs Ave, Elm Street, Mountain St: Susan Snead, Beedy Parker –  
           See report above. 
  
 
Policy  
          Comprehensive Plan 2017:  HRC Letter to the Planning Board members: Pat read the letter she sent to the Planning 
          Board explaining that the HRC could contribute to a Historic Preservation Ordinance, but will not assume 
          responsibility for the review and acceptance processes of the final document. 
 
 
Select Board Report/Annual Report    
          HRC Membership update: Pat Skaling - We are looking forward to Rosalee Glass’s regular member application to 



          be approved by the Select Board. 
 
           2016 Annual Report:  Pat Skaling will make changes to the draft. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
          Discuss and set HRC goals for 2017:  
          Next Steps for Historic Preservation Ordinance Research: Pat Skaling proposed a timeline for 
          our ordinance research based on a Planning Board request to have a final draft by March 2018. 
 

o Feb 2017 – Review 2011 final ordinance draft.  Review all minutes and other available material from the 
2011 ordinance project.   * At some point, invite speaker to educate HRC about Historic Preservation 
Ordinances. 

 
o March, April, May, June 2017 – Research Historic Preservation Ordinances from other towns, 2 per 

month. 
 

o July/August 2017 – Continue research as needed. 
 

o Sept 2017 – Hold one day draft workshop. 
 

o Oct 2017 – Refine draft and hand off to Planning Board. 
 

o The HRC can continue in a support role by educating the community on the importance of a preservation 
ordinance. 

 
          Members discussed the need to include the downtown building owners, the Design Team, the Downtown Network 
          Board as well as others in the discussion and planning of the draft. 
 
Assignment for next meeting:  Write at least 5 post-it notes, one thought per note, expressing your 
personal belief or philosophy about historic preservation as it relates to our thinking about an 
ordinance draft.  What are some "Truths" that you believe.   This post-it exercise will guide our 
discussion and provide a common foundation as we work through our drafting process. 
 
For example: "I think all older buildings should be given a second look before they are torn down."  or 
"Our lives are enriched by the presence of historic artifacts." 
 
Also, please read carefully the notes and materials from the 2011 Ordinance attempt for discussion 
next time.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:35pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  March 14, 2017, 4:00pm at Washington St. Conference Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy McGuirk   


